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Dear all,

The two researchers MA Josipa Rizankoska (a PhD Candidate in European and Comparative
Politics at the University of Siena, Italy) and PhD Jasmina Trajkoska (teaching assistant at the
FON University, Skopje) conducted a field survey on topic “The Colorful Revolution in
Macedonia”. The survey was conducted in the period between 17-13 may 2016 in Prilep and
Skopje on a total of 567 respondents.

The goal of the research is to analyze the structure of the civil movement from the inside, to
see what are the main expectations and demands from the government by the protesters, to
assess the level of trust in the four signatory parties of the Przino Agreement and to finally
assess the capacity of the very movement as a case of civil participation in Macedonia.

Initially, this survey was planned with the aim of quantitative data gathering for the purpose of
a scientific paper which shall be written by the two researchers. Nonetheless, the large interest
in the final results demonstrated by the very respondents, as well as the lack of a sublimated
public data on the movement have been a motivation plus to share the final results with the
Macedonian citizens.

The surveys were conducted by the two authors of the survey personally, with an additional
help of four other volunteering polisters. The selection of the respondents was random. In
Skopje, the polling has been made during the whole protest time, starting from the meeting
point in front of the building of the Special Public Prosecutor, then continuing on the streets
while walking/protesting towards the final gathering destination (normally the Assembly of R.
Macedonia). In Prilep, the polling was made in front of the meeting point “the stone scene” in
the center of the town.

From the total 567 respondents, a total od 426 were polled in Skopje, and 141 in Prilep. From
the total number of respondents, 53% are male and 47% are female. The largest age category
is the one from 30 to 39 (26.6% from the respondents), while the smallest is the category above
65 years old (16% from the respondents).

A high percentage of 43,4% from the respondents have high education, and 16.2% hold MA
or PhD title. 56% from the respondents are employed and the rest are unemployed,
pensioners, or students. 86,4% from the respondents are ethnic Macedonians, and almost 11
% from those respondents protesting in Skopje do not have constant address of living in the
capital. 56,14% from the respondents vote regularly and give their vote to one certain party,
29,8% vote regularly, but their vote changes, 10% vote irregularly and only 4% never vote or
had not yet have the right to vote.

In continuation to this introduction are the most important graphs on the demographic
characteristics and the questions included in the survey. In this short summary we only present
the results on the complete sample of the survey (all 567 respondents), given the small
variation in the responses in Skopje and Prilep.

Thank you for your attention,
Rizankoska and Trajkoska
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Questions/responses

Q.1 As a participant in “The Colorful Revolution”, which three demands You consider
to have the highest priority?

As a participant in "The Colorful Revolution”, which
three demands You consider to have the highest
priority?

I 83.1

President Ivanov to recall all abolitions and to resign

Enabling the Special Public Prosecutor (SJO) to work _ 71.3

without obstacles
Immediate resign and taking full political and legal
responsibility by the entire Government, including ex- _ 71.1
prime minister Nikola Gruevski for their °

unconstitutional, corrupt and unethical rule

Forming a Government do democratize the _ 25.4

institutions and enabling the organization of free and
democratic elections

Immediate release of al activists arrested in the - 13.6
protests

Mandatory inclusion of independent representatives - 11.1
from the civil society in the decision making process °
regarding the political crisis

| 1.6

Reassemble the Parliament
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From the graphic illustration above, we can notice that the three demands from the
movement “Protestiram” that have the highest priority are:

-President Ivanov to recall all abolitions and to resign (83.1% from the respondents
include this demand among the three most important);

-Enabling the Special Public Prosecutor (SJO) to work without obstacles (71.3%), and
-Immediate resign and taking full political and legal responsibility by the entire
Government, including ex-prime minister Gruevski for their unconstitutional, corrupt
and unethical rule (71.1%).
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Q2. What do you expect from the “Colorful Revolution” in the long run?

What do you expect from “ The Colorful Revolution” in
the long run?

Never to repeat this way of governing

Complete institutional democratic restart in the
country

Political representatives to learn how to be
responcible and transparent in front of their

Departization of the state institutions

Improvement of the civil participation in the
country

Other
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Restore voters' dignity

To end police brutality
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Somewhat less that 50% from the respondents expect “Never to repeat this way of
governing”, 17.5% expect a complete institutional democratic restart in the country,
14.3% hope to teach political representative how to be responsible and transparent in
front of their voters, and 10% expect departization of the state institutions.
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Q3. Who you think is behind “ The Colorful Revolution™?

Who do you think is behind "The Colorful Revolution"?
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spontaneous reaction of all the citizens
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The new left in Macedonia (Levica, Lenka, g 28
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SDSM | 28

SDSM and the new left in Macedonia | .7

Soros and other foreign donors to civil society
organizations in Macedonia

SDSM and Protestiram | .2
Foreign Secret Services .0
European Union | .0

United States of America @ .0
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A very large percentage of the participants in the protests (88.5%) think that behind the
“Colorful Revolution” stands the movement “Protestiram”, as a spontaneous reaction
to the decade long bad government by the VMRO DPMNE. Almost 5% from the
respondents do not know who is behind the protests, while 2.8% think SDSM is
responsible and other 2.8% think the “new left forces” are responsible for the Colorful
Revolution.
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Q4. Do you believe that the four subjects, signatories of the Przino Agreement, still
have the credibility to resolve the crisis?

Do you believe that the four subjects, signatories of
the Przino Agreement, still have the credibility to
resolve the crisis?

| do not know I 2.8

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0 80.0

A substantial percent of 73.7 from the protesters think that the four parties (VMRO
DPMNE, SDSM, DUI and DPA), signatories of the Przino Agreement, have no
credibility to resolve the crisis anymore. A large number of additional comments imply
that the lack of trust in the credibility of the Przino Agreement signatories is due to the
fact that the governing VMRO DPMNE is part of the negotiation process, and other
high percentage of the additional comments are that there is a need of inclusion of the

new factors in the negotiation process (especially the independent representatives
from the civil society).
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Q5. Does the current social and political crisis raises fear in you from: civil war, new
inter-ethnic crisis, federalization of Macedonia, or destabilization of the security
situation in Macedonia due the migrant crisis at the border with Greece?

Does the current social and political crisis raises fear
in you from:

New inter-ethnic conflict

Destabilization of the security situation in
border with Greece
0.0 20.0 40.0 60.0 80.0 100.0

ENO mMAYBE mYES

While the protesters see no significant possibility for new inter-ethnic conflict,
federalization or Macedonia, nor security situation destabilization due to the migrant
crisis, 17.6% fear escalation of a civil war, and additional 21.2% deem it as a possibility.
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Finally, in line with the main research question of the quantitative analysis “At what
level of awakening is the civil society in Macedonia?”, we conclude with the final
question: “Do you consider this way of political participation (protests) could influence
a higher responsibility level in front of the citizens by the political representatives? ”

Overwhelming 88.4% from the participants in the “Colorful Revolution” believe that
protests can influence an incrementation of the political representatives transparent
and responsible behavior towards the voters, 9.7% do not believe in that, and 5.5% are
not sure protests would have an impact on the responsibility and transparency of the
politicians.

Typical additional comments are that the main reason for distrust in the role protests
can play is the lack of democratic capacity among the Macedonian politicians and
political parties and the fact that the Macedonian politicians have no moral integrity.


mailto:josipa.rizankoska@gmail.com
mailto:jasmina.trajkoska@fon.edu.mk

